
Songs for a New World  
 
As Jason Robert Brown describes, “it's about one moment. It's about hitting the wall and having 
to make a choice... or take a stand... or turn around and go back.” Through a series of short 
stories, Songs for a New World showcases the powerful voices of vulnerable characters who 
must make a decision: whether it is to keep sailing the unforgiving seas in 1492 on a Spanish 
sailing ship, to leave a loveless marriage, or to seek hope in the new life of a baby, Brown lets 
us peek into the lives of each of these characters in an effort to better understand ourselves. 
Despite some of the bleak circumstances we may find our characters in, Songs for a New World 
leaves the audience with the hope and resolution that no matter what choices we make, in the 
end, “we’ll be fine.” 
 
Man 1 
Vocal range: D3-C5 
Ethnicity: Black/African descent 
 
Man 1 is an optimistic and vibrant character throughout the show. His primary songs, “On the 
Deck of a Spanish Sailing Ship, 1492,” “The Steam Train,” “King of the World,” and “Flying 
Home” all portray characters in uncertain and oppressive circumstances, but who have the 
ability to lift up himself and those around him through faith and determination.  
 
Man 2  
Vocal range: F4-Ab4 
Ethnicity: All ethnicities 
 
Man 2 is a reserved and mature character, whose main songs include “She cries,” “The River 
Won’t Flow,” “The World was Dancing” and “I’d Give it All for You.” Throughout the show, Man 2 
portrays characters whose life experiences have made them second guess their choices and 
whose fears have held them back from a more fulfilled life.  
 
Woman 1  
Vocal range: G3-F5 
Ethnicity: All ethnicities 
 
Woman 1 is a headstrong and hopeful character. Her primary songs are “I’m Not Afraid of 
Anything,” “Christmas Lullaby” and “I’d Give It All for You.” Through the course of the show, she 
portrays a young woman of innocence who uses her strength to persevere through her 
hardships, whether it is being left at the altar or an unplanned pregnancy.  
 
Woman 2 
Vocal range: F3-F5 
Ethnicity: White/European descent 



Woman 2 is a strong and often comedic character whose main songs are “Just One Step,” 
“Stars and the Moon,” “Surabaya Santa” and “The Flagmaker, 1775.” All of her characters 
portray women who feel like their lives did not end up they way they wanted. Many of her roles 
use melodrama and ridiculousness to show her dissatisfaction and longing for a different life.  
 
 
Dance ensemble  
Comprised of 2-4 dancers and will support group numbers in varying dance styles such as 
contemporary, jazz, and swing. Dancers will represent the main characters’ desires, fears, and 
decisions throughout the show and will help create the world and its stories through movement.  


